Recent disclosures of ethical lapses in medical research have heightened concern that the public be accurately informed of the benefits and risks of medical procedures and pharmaceutical agents. Statistics from the package insert for FluMist ® were reanalyzed to check their accuracy. While a few minor errors may have been detected, the overriding issue is that FluMist ® does not appear to reduce a person's chance of becoming ill during the annual flu season, only of reducing their chances of becoming severely ill from the flu itself. Such information should be provided to patients to allow them to make informed choices about their prospective medical procedures.
